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COMPLEXITY  2018:
     Innovations in Weaving

Gallery Guide
Complexity 2018: Innovations in Weaving, the fourth 
biennial Complex Weavers exhibit, is showing this year 
at Metro Gallery in Reno, Nevada. Every two years 
members of Complex Weavers are invited to submit 
new work for jurying, and the final selections are for-
mally exhibited to the public. This is that exhibition.

This show presents recent textile creations that bear 
within them some form of complexity. All were made by 
hand, and all exhibit technical excellence. 

This Gallery Guide takes you through the exposi-
tion, artwork by artwork, weaver by weaver. The pieces 
listed here are alphabetized by artist’s name.

Ruby, Ruby

75 x 13 inches (190.5 x 33 cm)

Silk

Four-color double weave on 16 shafts.
Double weave borders, tubular 
double weave selvedges on  
remaining 8 shafts.
Yarn: 30/2 silk

24-shaft loom

Mimi Anderson                                                              Tacoma, Washington, USA

Cally Booker                                                              Dundee, Scotland, UK

Lost Ice

37 x 11.5 inches (94 x 29 cm)

Cotton, silk, metallics

Parallel threading on 16 shafts. 
Freeform techniques to produce  
contrasting textures in the weave.
Yarns from sustainable sources.

Mechanical dobby loom

Susan Bowman                                                              Colorado Springs, Colorado, USA

Desert Sky

68 x 10 inches (172.5 x 25.5 cm)

Silk, glass beads

Twill on 16 shafts. 
Some yarns are hand-dyed.
Yarn: 20/2 silk

Computerized dobby loom
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Su Butler                                                              Woodstock, Illinois, USA

Rainy Day

32 x 28 inches (82 x 71 cm)

Cotton

Patterned damask.

Warp: 16/2 cotton, white 
Weft: 16/2 cotton, black

Drawloom with 300 single units

Inge Dam                                                              Schomberg, Ontario, Canada

Child’s World

80 x 27 inches (203 x 69 cm)

Silk, cotton, beads

Fancy twill on 32 shafts, with four 
tablet-woven bands woven as part of 
the main fabric.

Fabric warp: 20/2 silk, hand dyed
Tablet warp: 10/2 cotton
Weft: 10/2 cotton

Karen Donde                                                              Mills River, North Carolina, USA

Black Feathers

73 x 8 inches (185 x 20 cm)

Tencel, cotton, viscose, silk

Network drafting, turned beiderwand  
variation.

Yarns: 20/2 Tencel, 30/3 cotton, 
viscose, 30/2 silk

Suzy Furness                                                              Ilkley, Queensland, Australia

Dawn to Dusk

40 x 28 inches (102 x 71 cm)

Silk

Lampas.

Background warp: 40/2 silk  
Tie-down warp: 60/2 black silk

Background weft: black reeled silk 
Pattern weft: plied 17/1 silk noil with  
13.5/1 tussah silk; various colors
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Which part of the whole  
(fig tree, ocean, earth) 
doesn’t need our care?

47 x 28 inches (119 x 71 cm)

Silk, wool

Lampas and samit.
Warps: 40/2 silk; singles silk/wool; 60/2 silk 
Wefts: 1/10 silk noil, 2/80 wool;  
110/2 tex wool; 30/2 silk hand dyed red

Suzy Furness                                                              Ilkley, Queensland, Australia

Suzy Furness                                                              Ilkley, Queensland, Australia

Do NOT use images of 
flowers for assessment

41 x 16 inches (104 x 40.5 cm)

Silk, wool, cotton

Lampas.
Warp ratio tie-down:background = 1:2.
Warps: 40/2 silk; 10/1 silk plied with wool 
Tie-down warp: 60/2 silk 
Wefts: yellow cotton; 48/2 wool in two  
colors of green

Brenda Gibson                                                              London, England, UK

Cityscape Reflections

59 x 8 inches (150 x 20.5 cm)

Silk

Shaded satins.

100% spun silk, 60/2 nm

24-shaft AVL Workshop Dobby Loom

Robin Haller                                                              Olmsted Township, Ohio, USA

Gravity of Reality

40 x 28 inches (101.5 x 71 cm)

Cotton, rayon

Yarns: 10/2 mercerized cotton; dyed rayon

Digital Norway TC2 hand-Jacquard loom
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Bonnie Inouye                                                              Hotchkiss, Colorado, USA

Celebration in Venice

89 x 18 inches (226 x 46 cm)

Tencel, silk

Turned polychrome three-tie weave with 
interleaved patterns in threading.

Warps: 20/2 Tencel; 10/2 Tencel 
Weft: 60/2 black silk and fine red reeled 
silk used together

Bonnie Inouye                                                              Hotchkiss, Colorado, USA

Daydream

22 x 19 inches (56 x 48 cm)

Tencel, cotton

Turned polychrome three-tie weave  
with interleaved patterns in both warp  
and weft.

Warp: 10/2 and 20/2 Tencel, hand dyed
Weft: 16/2 and 20/2 cotton

Wendy Landry                                                              Waverley, Nova Scotia, Canada

Identity

10 x 5.5 inches (25.5 x 14 cm)

Cotton

Polychrome velvet pick-up; two pile warps 
on Gros-de-Tours ground cloth.

20/2 mercerized cotton

Molly McLaughlin                                                              Hampton, New Hampshire, USA

Fireflies and Jellyfish

35 x 22.5 inches (89 x 57 cm)

Silk

Theo Moorman Technique. 

240/2 silk set at 200 epi

Warp: airbrushed (painted) 
Weft: dip-dyed (both ground and  
pattern wefts)
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Jennifer Moore                                                              Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA

Parquet Permutations I

41 x 11.5 inches (104 x 29 cm)

Cotton

Double weave.

20/2 cotton

Wendy Morris                                                              London, England, UK

Making It Mine

120 x 31 inches (305 x 79 cm)

Silk, stretch viscose, silk fabric

Handwoven untied lampas.

60/2 nm silk; 
28/2 nm stretch viscose; 
inkjet-printed commercial silk fabric

Sandra Rude                                                              Atascadero, California, USA

The Sea in My Dream

14.5 x 24.5 inches (37 x 62 cm)

Cotton, Tencel, bamboo

Woven on a Jacquard loom using  
weft-backed satins.

Warp: 20/2 cotton, black
Wefts: 20/2 Tencel, 20/2 cotton,  
16/2 bamboo  

Alice Schlein                                                              Greenville, South Carolina, USA

Dubious Alphabet

22 x 14 inches (56 x 35.5 cm)

Cotton

Jacquard woven double plain weave.

20/2 mercerized cotton
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Alice Schlein                                                              Greenville, South Carolina, USA

Pink Harlequin

19.5 x 14 inches (49.5 x 35.5 cm)

Cotton

Jacquard woven double plain weave

20/2 mercerized cotton

Deborah Silver                                                              Cleveland Heights, Ohio, USA

Planning the Revolution

20 x 16 x 1 inches (51 x 40.5 x 2.5 cm)

Wool, mohair, cotton

Split-shed variation of tied beiderwand.

Weft: wool and mohair
Warp:  8/4 cotton warp 

Norma Smayda                                                              Saunderstown, Rhode Island, USA

Desert Flower

68 x 8 inches (173 x 20 cm)

Silk

Handwoven ondulé textile in a two-block, 
three-shaft twill.

Straight lines in the warp formed by both 
color changes and twill blocks highlight 
the undulations.

Woven with a fan reed.

Lynn Smetko                                                              Southlake, Texas, USA

No Secrets

72 x 11 inches (183 x 28 cm)

Silk

Shadow weave in four colors: two very 
light, two very dark. Tubular double weave 
selvedges.

Yarns: 60/2 silk
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Susie Taylor                                                              San Jose, California, USA

Untitled (W17 BW Stripes X)

27 x 21 inches (68.5 x 53 cm)

Linen

Origami and weaving techniques.  
Discontinuous pleats woven into 
the fabric are folded into geometric 
compositions.

20/2  and 30/3 Normandy linen

Barbara J. Walker                                                              Salem, Oregon, USA

Paracas

6 x 4 x 4 inches (15 x 10 x 10 cm)

Cotton, linen

Ply-splitting.
The use of inversions (cords frequently 
changing directions during the work) 
permits the creation of intricate patterns.

Artist-made four-ply cotton and  
linen cords

Lesley Willcock                                                              Swineshead, England, UK

Tuscan Sunset

92 x 21 inches (233.5 x 53 cm)

Silk

Four-colour double weave with  
graded five-end satins. 
60/2 silk
32-shaft computer assisted Louet  
Megado loom

Carol Wooten                                                              Pawtucket, Rhode Island, USA

Napa Valley Vineyard

72 x 11 inches (183 x 28 cm)

Bamboo, rayon

Advancing twill.
Yarns: Bamboo 12 with rayon ribbon 
accents. Hand-painted warp.
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